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An ACT for Incorporating the American Philofophical 

Society t held at Philadelphia^ for Promoting ufeful 

Knoivledge. 

WHEREAS the cultivation of ufeful knowledge, 
and the advancement of the liberal arts and 
fcienccs in any country, have the moft direct tendency to- 
wards the improvement of agriculture, the enlargement of 
trade, the-eafe and comfort of life, the ornament of foci- 
€ty, and the increafe and happinefs of mankind. And 
ivhereas this country of North-America, which the good- 
nefs of Providence hath given us to inherit, from the vaft- 
nefs of its extent, the variety of its climate, the fertility 
of its foil, the yet unexplored treafures of its bowels, the 
multitude of its rivers, lakes, bays, inlets, and other con- 
veniencies of navigation, offers to thefe United States one 
of the richeft fubjeds of cultivation, ever prefented to any 
people upon earth. And •whereas the experience of ages 
fliews that improvements of a public nature, are beft car- 
ried on by focieties of liberal and ingenious men, uniting 
their labours, without regard to nation, fedt or party, in 
one grand purfuit, alike interefting to all, whereby mu- 
tual prejudices are worn off, a humane and philofophical 
fpirit is cherifhed, and youth are ftimulated to a laudable 
diligence and emulation in the purfuit of wifdom. And 
nvhereas^ upon thefe principles, divers public fpirited gen- 
tlemen in Pennfylvania, and other American ftates, did 
heretofore unite themfelves, under certain regulations, 
into one voluntary fociety, by the name of " The Ameri- 
*' can Philofophical Society-, held at Philadelphia for pro- 
*' mating ufeful Knoivledge^^ and by their fuccefsful la- 
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bours and inveftigations, to the great credit of America, 
have extended their reputation fo far, that men of the firft 
eminence in the republic of letters in the moft civilized 
nations in Europe, have done honour to their publications, 
and defired to be enrolled among their members. And 
ivhereas the Society, after having been long interrupted 
in their laudable purfuits by the calamities of war, and 
the diftrefles of our country, have found means to revive 
their defign, in hopes of being able to profecute the fame 
with their former fuccefs, and being further encouraged 
therein by the public, for which purpofe they have pray- 
ed us. The Reprefentatvues of the Freemen of the Common- 
ivealth of P ennfylvania^ that they may be created one 
body politic and corporate forever, with iuch powers, pri- 
vileges, and immunities, as may be neceflary for anfwer- 
ing the valuable purpofes which the iaid Society had ori- 
ginally in view. 

Wherefore-, in Order to encourage the faid Society in the 
profecution and advancement of all ufeful branches of 
knowledge, for the benefit of their country, and of man- 
kind ; Be it enaBedt and it is hereby enaBed^ by the Re- 
prefentatives of the Freemen of the Commoni&ealth of Penn- 
fylvania in General Affembly met-, and by the authority of 
the fame. That the members of the faid American Philo- 
fophical Society heretofore voluntarily affociated for pro- 
moting ufeful knowledge, and fuch other perfons as have 
been duly eleded members and officers of the fame agree- 
ably to the fundamental laws and regulations of the faid 
Society, comprifed in twelve feCbions, prefixed to their 
volume of Tranfadions, publiflied in Philadelphia by Wil^ 
Ham and Thomas Bradford, in the year of our Lord one 
thoufand feven hundred and feventy-one ; and who fhall 
in all refpeds conform themfelves to the faid laws and re- 
gulations, and fuch other laws, regulations and ordinan- 
ces, as fliall hereafter be duly made and enaded by the 
faid Society, according to the tenor hereof, be, and for- 
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ever hereafter fhall be one body corporate and politic in 
deed, by the name and ftyle of The American Philofophi- 
cal Society', held at Philadelphia, for promoting ufeful 
knoijuledge, and by the fame name they are hereby con- 
ftituted and confirmed one body corporate and politic, to 
have perpetual fucceflion, and by the fame name they and 
their fuceeffbrs are hereby declared and made able and ca- 
pable in law, to have, hold, receive, and enjoy lands, te- 
nements, rents, franchifes, hereditaments, gifts and be- 
quefts of what nature foever, in fee-fimple, or for term 
of life, lives, years, or otherwife, and alfo to give, grant, 
let, fell, alien, or aflign the fame lands, tenements, here- 
ditaments, goods, chattels, and premife^, according to the 
nature of the refpedlive gifts, grants and bequefts, made 
to them the faid Society, and of their eftate therein. 

Provided, That the amount of the clear yearly value 
of fuch real eftate do not exceed the value of ten thoufand 
bufhels of good merchantable wheat. 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaidy 
That the faid Society be, and fliall be for-ever hereafter 
able and capable in law to fue, and be fued, plead and be 
impleaded, anfwer and be anfwered unto, defend and be 
defended, in all or any of the courts or other places, 
and before any judges, juftices, and other perfon and per- 
fons, in all manner of adions, fuits, complaints, pleas, 
caufes and matters, of what nature or kind foever, with- 
in this commonwealth ; and that it {hall and may be law- 
ful to and for the faid Society, for-ever hereafter to have 
and ufe one common feal in their affairs, and the fame at 
their will and pleafure to break, change, alter and renew. 

And be it further enabled by the authority aforefaia. 
That for the well governing the faid Society, and order- 
ing their affairs, they fhall have the following officers, 
that is to fay, one Patron, who fhall be his Excellency 
the Prefidenl of the Supreme Executive Council of this 
commonwealth, for the time being, and likewife one Pre- 
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fident, three Vice-Prefidents, four Secretaries, three Cu- 
rators, one Treafurer, together with a Council of twelve 
Members ; and that on the firft Friday of January next, 
between the hours of two and five in the afternoon, as 
many of the members of the faid Society as fhall have paid 
up their arrears due to the Society, and fhall declare their 
willingnefs to conform to the laws, regulations and ordi- 
nances of the Society, then duly in force, according to 
the tenor hereof, by fubfcribing the fame, and who ftiall 
attend in the hall, or place of meeting of the faid Society, 
within the time aforefaid, fhall choofe by ballot, agreeably 
to the fundamental laws and regulations herein before re- 
ferred to, one Prefident, four Secretaries, three Curators, 
and one Treafurer, and at the fame time and place, the 
Members met and qualified as aforefaid, fhall in like man- 
ner choofe four Members for the Council, to hold their 
offices for one year, four more Members for the Council 
to hold their offices for two years, and four more Mem- 
bers for the Council to hold their offices for three years. 
And on the firfl Friday in January, which fhall be in the 
year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eighty- 
two, and fo likewife on the firft Friday of January, yearly 
and every year thereafter, between the hours of two and 
five in the afternoon, the Members of the faid Society met 
and qualified as aforefaid, fhall choofe one Prefident, three 
Vice-Prefidents, four Secretaries, three Curators and one 
Treafurer, to hold their refpedtive offices for one year ; 
and four Councilmen, to hold their offices for three years. 
Provided., That no perfon refiding within the United 
States fhall be capable of being Prefident, Vice-Prefident, 
Secretary, Treafurer, or Member of the Council, or of 
electing to any of the faid offices, who is not capable of 
electing and being elected to civil offices within the ftate 
in which he refides. Provided alfo^ That nothing here- 
in contained, fhall be confidered as intended to exclude 
any of the faid officers or counfellors, whofe times fhall 
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expired, from being re-eleded, according to the pleafure 
of the faid Society ; and of the day, hours, and place of 
all fuch eledions, due notice fhall be given by the Secre- 
taries, or fome one of them, in one or more of the pub- 
lic news-papers of this ftate, agreeably to the faid funda- 
mental laws and regulations before referred to» 

And he it further ena5led by the authority afore/aid^ 
That the officers and council of the faid Society fhall be 
capable of exercifing fuch power for the well governing; 
and ordering the affairs of the Society, and of holding 
fuch occafional meetings for that purpofe, as fhall be de- 
fcribed, fixed, and determined by the flatutes, laws, regu- 
lations and ordinances of the faid Society, hereafter to be 
made. Provided alivays. That no flatute, law, regulati- 
on or ordinance fhall ever be made or pafTed by the faid 
Society, or be binding upon the Members thereof, or any 
of them, unlefs the fame hath been duly propofed, and 
fairly drawn up in writing, at one flated meeting of the 
Society, and ena£ted or paffed at a fubfequent meeting at 
leaft the fpace of fourteen days after the former meeting, 
and upon due notice in fome of the public news-papers, 
that the enading of fl:atutes and laws, or the making and 
paffing ordinances and regulations, will be part of the bu- 
fmefs of fuch meeting ; nor fhall any flatute, law, regu- 
lation or ordinance be then or at any time enadted or paf- 
fed, unlefs thirteen Members of the faid Society or fuch 
greater number of Members as may be afterwards fixed 
by the rules of the Society be prefent, befides fuch quo- 
rum of the officers and council as the laws of the Society 
for the time being may require, and unlefs the fame be 
voted by two-thirds of the whole body then prefent ; all 
which rtatutes, laws, ordinances and regulations fo as 
aforefaid duly made, enaded and paffed, fhall be binding 
upon every Member of the faid Society, and be from time 
to time inviolably obferved, according to the tenor and 
effed thereof; provided they be not repugnant or con- 
trary 



xvi CHARTER. 

trary to the laws of this commonwealth, for the time be- 
ing in force and efFe£t. 

Andivhereas nations truly civilized (however unhappily 
at variance on other accounts) will never wage war with 
the arts and fciences and the common interefts of humanity. 

Be it further enabled by the authority aforefaidy That 
it fhall and may be lawful for the fald Society, by their 
proper officers, at all times, whether in peace or war, to 
correfpond with learned focieties, as well as individual 
learned men, of any nation or country, upon matters 
merely belonging to the bufinefs of the faid Society; fuch 
as the mutual communication of their difcoveries and pro- 
ceedings in philofophy and fcience; the procuring books, 
apparatus, natural curiofities, and fuch other articles and 
intelligence as are ufually exchanged between learned bo- 
dies for furthering their common purl'uits. Provided al- 
ivaySi That fuch correfpondence of the faid Society be at 
all times open to the infpedion of the Supreme Executive 
Council of this commonwealth. 

(Signed) JOHN BAYARD, Speaker, 

EnaSied into a Laiu at Philadelphia^ on 
Wednefda^ the fifteenth day of March^ 
Anno Domini one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty. 

(Signed) THOMAS PAINE, Clerk 
of the General Affembly. 
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